Abstracts 449 skin (wrist, ankle, back) and lesions and weekly urinalyses were done on 38 children in 6 families. One month later a 43-year-old mother, her 5-year-old twins, and an unrelated child, not in the study, had onset of acute nephritis (AGN) within a 14-day period. Findings included hematuria (4/4), proteinuria (3/4), hypertension (3/4), low serum complement and C'3 (4/4), and elevated streptococcal antibodies (4/4). All exhibited impetigo, and lesions in 3 of 3 patients cultured before treatment yielded type 57 streptococci. Throat cultures were negative and no pharyngitis preceded onset. Latent periods for the twins were 19 and 22 days. Type 57 streptococci reappeared on the normal skin of both twins after penicillin therapy, resulting in recurrence of lesions in one. Over a 10-week period 704 cultures from the twins and 4 siblings yielded 297 (42%) positive for group A streptococcus, of which 294 were M-57. Lesions accounted for 42%, normal skin sites for 47 % and nose and throat for 11%. Normal skin sites were positive for the M-57 strain in 4 of 6 children before development of lesions (mean 8 days). This strain was found in the respiratory tract (5 of 6) only after its recovery from normal skin and/or lesions. Impetigo with type 57 but no AGN occurred in 16 other children. This is the first report of the occurrence of type 57 nephritis in this country. Prospective studies document the skin as the initial site of infection in these patients with AGN. The nephritogenic strain was found on normal skin prior to the development of impetigo and reappeared after treatment.
Univ. Sch. of Med. and St. Christopher's Hosp. for Children, Philadelphia, Pa. (introduced by V.H.Auerbach). Peritoneal dialysis was performed in 7 uremic children (4 months to 18 years). Rates of diffusion of Na, K, Cl, PO 4 , urea, creatinine, and uric acid were similar to adult diffusion curves. With the exception of uric acid diffusion, no age related differences were found. Peritoneal urea and creatinine clearances paralleled the rate of exchange of dialysis fluid. Actual urea clearance values were within the range of clearance values obtained in adults dialysed at similar rates. Data to compare creatinine clearances in adults to children is not available over the range of dialysis volumes utilized in their studies. Estimation of urea production based on the average daily rise in BUN revealed similar production rates per kg body weight in all ages.
These studies demonstrate no intrinsic age-related differences in the kinetics of peritoneal dialysis. Thus, there is no necessity to correct peritoneal clearances to either 70 kg body weight or 1.73 M 2 , in order to compare children to adults. The greater 'efficiency' of peritoneal dialysis in children can be ascribed to a smaller body pool size in children relative to adults. Therefore, at a give clearance rate, the amount of material in the pool diminishes at a faster rate in children than in adults. Moreover, since peritoneal clearance increases as the rate of dialysis increases, no single clearance value for a given individual exists but rather a family of values related to the rate of dialysis. Calif. Uremic children, including those on chronic hemodialysis, often exhibit mild lassitude, are wasted, and do not grow well. The absolute volumes of the total body water and extracellular fluid compartments of children compared with adults are small, necessitating strict dietary limitations of protein, sodium potassium and water. Observed cell mass is low and extracellular volume is high, confirming clinical impression of wasting and salt retention. Food record analyses of 10 children on hemodialysis 3 times weekly indicate that within the dietary restrictions calorie intakes were approximately 50 % of ideal in the 5 small children (< 110 cm in height and <6 years old), and 70% of ideal in the 5 larger children (> 125 cm and > 10 years old). Daily calorie supplements of from 40-55% of ideal intake were taken by 3 of the small children and 2 of the larger children, increasing their total calorie intake to 75-95 % ideal. The heights of 9 of the children were measured monthly for no less than 4 months, and growth velocity computed from this Growth velocity was compared to the 50th percentiles of growth increments in normal children of the same age and was expressed as a fraction of normal growth velocity for the period of observation. The 5 children given calorie supplements all grew at 0.9-1.7 of normal and the 4 non-supplemented children grew at 0.1-0.4 of normal. Protein intakes were all above recommended. These findings provide tentative evidence that calorie deficiency may be a factor in uremic growth failure, and that in the absence of other complications, some growth is possible when high density calorie supplements are provided. Calif. Sch. of Med. Growth (3-16 cm) has occurred in only 6 of 19 renal allograft recipients, aged 2 to 18 years, who have survived 6 to 36 months post-transplantation. At the time of transplantation 9 of 19 children were < 10th percentile in height for their chronologic age; 5 were > 10th percentile and 5 were > 50th percentile. Growth has occurred in 5 of 6 children < 12 years of age at the time of transplantation and in only 1 of 13 > 12 years at transplantation. Eight of 12 children > 12 years who did not grow after transplantation had fused distal femoral and/or proximal tibial epiphyses at the time of transplantation. The daily dose of prednisone was < 15 mg at the time of growth in 5 of the 6 children who grew, whereas, all the children who did not grow were receiving > 15 mg daily. No spectacular (> 4 cm) catch-up growth occurred during the first 6 months after transplantation. The child who has survived the longest and has grown 16 cm in 36 months, required < 8 mg of prednisone daily for the past 33 months. One 7 %-year-old boy grew 4 cm during the first 6 months after transplantation while receiving 10 mg of prednisone daily; chronic rejection occurred and no further growth has occurred during the next 18 months. Menstruation has occurred in 4 of 6 adolescent girls 4 to 12 months after transplantation; all had menses prior to transplantation. The lack of growth post-renal homotransplantation is re-
